
Gillispie’s community is devoted to educational excellence for children in preschool through sixth 
grade. Our program serves as a springboard for children’s love of learning, creativity, and readiness for the future. 
We value a nurturing environment that fosters kindness, respect, and individual commitment to the larger world. 

We prepare them to succeed in the world •••
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   Gillispie School offers a warm, nurturing community; 
       excellent academics; and integrated technology. 

       Add it up, and we not only prepare students for the top secondary
       schools, we prepare them to succeed in the world.

                           We can’t wait to show you how...



Part of producing people who
will succeed is showing them
what’s happening in the world.

That is why Gillispie integrates 
technology, environmental 
awareness, and community service 
into the curriculum. We prepare 
students to enter middle school 
with the knowledge they need 
to succeed. 

Integrated technology

Students in Kindergarten-Grade 6
get one-to-one computer time, 
and students in Grades 3-6 get their 
own laptops to use at school. All 
classrooms in Grades 1-6 are 
equipped with  learning displays.  

Interactive projects

Our integrated digital curriculum adds 
anew dimension to traditional classes.
Gillispie students learn through 
innovations like digital music 
composition, digital microscopes, 
guided Internet research, digital 
photography and video, and 3-D 
printing.

Sustainability and stewardship

Our sustainability curriculum starts 
in preschool with recycling, 
composting, and gardening, and it 
continues in elementary school 
with topics like alternative energy 
production and systems thinking. 
Taking care of the environment 
also means taking care of 
humankind, which is why Gillispie 
offers community service programs.
From local food drives to global issues 
like water conservation, students 
learn to broaden their sphere of 
concern from themselves to their 
family, school, community, and the
world at large. 

Long-term success—it starts at
Gillispie.

When it comes to your child’s educational
journey, there’s simply no better place to 
start than Gillispie. With our excellent 
academics and whole-child approach, 
we make sure students are ready for 
whatever paths they choose.

Matriculation to middle school

Nearly 100% of our students are accepted 
into San Diego’s top independent secondary 
schools.

Top-notch faculty

Our teachers have an average tenure of 10 
years at Gillispie and 17 years of experience 
in the field of education. 50% of our lead 
teachers have master’s degrees.

Ensuring dynamic teaching

The Gillispie Endowment for Excellence in 
Teaching allows the School to attract and 
retain exemplary teachers and to train 
them on how to most effectively reach 
children.

Excellent academics, arts, and more

Through a balance of traditional and 
innovative teaching practices, Gillispie 
supports children’s growth intellectually, 
physically, socially, and emotionally. 
In addition to academics, our students 
enjoy programs such as science, music, 
visual arts, P.E., Spanish, and
community service.

We greet you at the front doors
in the morning. And that’s just
the beginning.

The Gillispie School is small by design, 
offering a supportive environment that
prepares your child for his or her next 
step. With just 265 students in the entire 
school, we have small classes, cozy 
grounds, a low teacher-student ratio, 
and a strong feeling of community—for 
both students and parents. 

Our teachers know every child’s name...

and since our early childhood and 
elementary programs share the same 
campus, it’s common for students to 
continue visiting with their past teachers. 

Gillispie encourages open, frequent
communication...

among families, teachers, and 
administrators. We keep you connected 
to the school, and we work with you to 
ensure your child has a healthy, 
productive year.

Gillispie values its Values...

to promote civility and citizenship, the 
Gillispie community has frequent 
conversations in the context of its 
core I-CARE values: 

Integrity, Compassion, Attitude, Respect, Effort

And what’s more, we value cultural
diversity and mutual respect...

so our students not only love to learn, 
they learn to appreciate others. 

  A Nurturing Community             Educational Excellence                  Preparation for the Future
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Parent Toddler Exploration Program                                                             Early Childhood Program

Grades
Toddler-aged (20-36 months) children 
and their parents/caregivers

Schedules
Nine-week program that runs three 
times during the school year - Fall, 
Winter, and Spring trimester

One morning session per week

Toddler-aged Children and their Parent/Caregiver
Join us for fun-filled mornings of art, music, stories, and discussion. 
Meet other toddler-aged (20-36 months) children, parents, and 
caregivers!

Expressive materials and self-discovery
This program will offer children the opportunity to experience a wide 
range of expressive materials including clay, watercolors, tempera 
paints, light, shadow, cooking, and collage, as well as to learn how to 
build relationships through shared experiences and self-discovery. 

Enhance your parenting skills
You will be able to connect with other adults and enhance your 
parenting skills as you work side by side with your children in a
nurturing environment.

Learning in a social setting
Help your child socialize with other children in an interactive setting 
as they prepare to enter into a preschool program. 



•••

“Our child has outstanding teachers!
They really seem to care about his 
social, emotional, and academic
development and do a fantastic job
of  fostering a love of learning in our
little one.” 
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From a parent
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Parent Toddler Exploration Program                                                             Early Childhood Program

Grades
Toddler through Prekindergarten

Preschool Schedules
Full or half days Monday - Friday;
Monday, Wednesday, Friday; or 
Tuesday and Thursday
Half day: 8:30 a.m. - noon
Full day: 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Prekindergarten Schedule
Full day: Monday - Friday
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Extended Care
3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Toddler through Prekindergarten
The Gillispie Early Childhood Program is not daycare. It is thoughtful,
structured learning through play and socialization. Our approach
includes programs in P.E., music, and art—all in our school’s warm,
nurturing environment. 

Emergent curriculum
Our Reggio Emilia-inspired teachers observe, question, and listen to
the children. Then they build a curriculum of learning experiences 
based on their combined interests and knowledge.

Learning through play
We create an accepting and loving environment that celebrates play,
enabling children to explore the environment, build communication 
skills, and learn to take healthy risks.

Creative minds
Going beyond rote memorization and drill, Gillispie offers opportunities
that encourage the development and testing of hypotheses, flexible
minds, and creative problem-solving.

Continuity with elementary school
Finally, since Gillispie serves younger and older students on the same
campus, children can keep their close friendships and grow up
together in the same school.



•••                                                                                            Grades
Kindergarten to Grade 6

School Day
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Extended care
Morning: 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.
Afternoon: 3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

• Language Arts
• Math
• Science/Sustainability
• Social Studies
• Music
• Visual Arts
• P.E.
• Spanish
• Technology
• Library 
• Community Service
• Social Curriculum
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Elementary Program
Kindergarten through Grade 6
There’s a reason that nearly all Gillispie graduates are accepted 
into—and perform very well at—the top independent secondary 
schools and local public schools. It’s because their development 
was guided by superior academics and a whole-child curriculum in 
elementary school.

Strong academics
Gillispie teaches in an engaging way to deepen learning. For 
example, students learn experientially through our hands-on, 
interactive science bungalow and maker space. They build 
communication skills through oral presentations. And they learn to 
use math for everyday problem-solving.

Enriching co-curricular programs
In addition to academics, Gillispie students learn through fine arts like 
choral and instrumental music, ceramics, and printmaking.

Social-emotional learning
Gillispie has established a set of values that provide a framework for 
social-emotional learning and character development. The values of 
integrity, compassion, attitude, respect, and effort, which create the 
acronym I-CARE, have become an integral part of the School’s culture 
and the basis for what all Gillispie students and adults strive towards.  
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Elementary Program
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•••
Academics at Gillispie are excellent, and their 
focus on STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, art, and math) encourages 
curiosity, creativity, and critical skills for the 
future. My children love going to school at 
Gillispie, and feel confident and happy there 
each day. As a parent, I couldn’t ask for 
anything more!”

From a parent
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Enriched Learning Offerings                                                    
  ••• Some examples:

• Painting
• Music
• Theatre
• Video Production
• Chess
• Hip Hop
• Cooking
• Soccer
• Printmaking
• Science Lab
• Digital Photography
• Gymnastics
• Space Camp
• Woodworking
• Fencing
• Ceramics

The Gillispie School is a true community of learners. Here are three 
more ways we encourage a love of learning and each child’s
intellectual and social development.

1. Specialties integrated in the daily curriculum
Gillispie students benefit from a well-rounded education by learning creatively 
and collaboratively in specialty classes: art, science/sustainability, music, 
technology, Spanish, library, and P.E.  A peek inside the specialty classrooms 
finds children:

• Hand printing self-designed tesselations during an integrated math/art unit
• Building and racing hybrid solar/battery powered cars 
• Learning to read music as they discover the facets of the recorder or violin
• Exploring mindfully selected iPad apps to supplement mathematics inquiry
• Teaching their peers to conjugate irregular Spanish verbs through the 
    performance of unique, self-penned songs
• Visiting our library to browse titles, enjoy reading aloud, and check out books
• Bounding through obstacle courses, enjoying dance in a variety of styles, and being
   motivated by the values of teamwork and good sportsmanship

2. After school programs
The school day ends at 3:30 p.m. but many learning opportunities are just 
beginning. Students often enroll in up to three fee-based extended care classes 
offered right on campus until 4:30 p.m. These classes provide a variety of learning 
choices on a trimester basis and help students sharpen physical skills, hone 
emerging talents, and explore new interests. Favorite offerings include hip hop 
dance, musical theatre, soccer, chess, cooking, mythbusting, gymnastics, preschool 
art, and more.

3. Summer Session classes
Enrollment during the regular school year at Gillispie puts your child first in line for
our popular summer camps, including painting, digital photography, woodworking,
theatre, fencing, and LEGO engineering. After other morning offerings such as 
gymnastics, space camp, and hip hop dance, students may choose to enjoy an
informal lesson and open swimming at the La Jolla High School aquatic complex.
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From a parent •••

Gillispie has a warm and nuturing atmosphere 
that prevails on the playground and within.

The specialty teachers in the library, in 
class, and after-school programs are 

wonderful—true assets to the school.”
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The Gillispie Endowment for Excellence in Teaching

Seeded with an incredibly generous gift, The Gillispie Endowment for Excellence in Teaching 
now stands at roughly $5 million and provides a resource that creates an inspired community of adult 
learners. Funds are devoted to best practices in faculty hiring, retention, and professional growth.

The Endowment fosters the single most important factor in students’ success in school—effective and 
engaged teachers. The interest from the roughly $5 million principle provides Gillispie the ability to:

  • Recruit teachers nationally
  • Retain excellent teachers who are dedicated to providing the best possible experience for 
     students
  • Promote continuing education and professional growth, such as in-service trainings, 
     conferences and workshops, and completion of teaching degrees and certifications
  • Offer discretionary funds to recognize extraordinary work 
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We prepare them to suceed in the world...

Gillispie’s Teachers—Lifelong Learners



Learning is a journey.

We strive to develop resiliency in students so they 
are prepared for whatever paths they choose.

Students become positive contributors to society.

We see children as the protagonists of their own 
learning, and through co-created projects, teachers 
support children’s curiosities, questions, and theories. 
During projects, children utilize mathematical thinking, 
oral language, reading, writing, and science to research 
and find answers to their questions. 
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Children develop their own gifts while learning
to appreciate those of others.

We believe in the dignity of each child. We want 
students to develop empathy, a sense of justice, a 
spirit of collaboration, and the realization that they 
are more alike than different.

Adults in our community work together.

We value a partnership between our faculty and 
families to model a love of learning, strength of 
character, and kindness toward others. 

The Gillispie School is accredited by: The Western Association of Schools and Colleges and The California Association of Independent Schools

The Gillispie School does not discriminate in its educational programs, activities, or 
admission and employment practices based on race, color, national origin, gender, 
sexual orientation, disability, age, religion,  ancestry, or any other legally protected class.

At Gillispie, we believe that . . .


